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Abstract: This article is an analysis of Anyidoho’s lyrical poems A Harvest of our Dreams 

with Elegy for the Revolution. It investigates the advent of Ghana’s independence under the 

reign of the first civilian regime and that of men in kaki. The poems reveal the problematic 

political and social management of post-independence African countries, on behalf of the case 

in Ghana under Kwame Nkrumah and the irruption of militaries in the political sphere. 

Grounding on the framework of Sociocriticism the current analysis attempts to highlight the 

impacts of the new African intellectuals on their countries and some of the outcomes, among 

which the inevitable military coups. This reflection reveals the dilemma Ghanaians face in the 

choice of their rulers and shows up the wave of consciousness coming from the people. 
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Résumé: Cet article est une analyse des poèmes lyriques A Harvest of our Dreams avec Elegy 

for the Revolution de Anyidoho. Ils explorent l’avènement de l’indépendance du Ghana sous le 

règne du premier régime civil et celui des homes en uniformes. Ces poèmes sont une 

démonstration succincte de la problématique de gestion du Ghana à travers les dirigeants civils 

incarnés par Kwame Nkrumah et l’irruption des militaires dans la politique étatique. La 

sociocritique est la théorie littéraire convoquée pour mettre en exergue l’impact de la gestion 

des nouveaux intellectuels africains sur leurs contemporains et les circonstances qui ont 

emmenés les militaires à faire un coup d’État pour destituer les civils. Cette réflexion révèle le 

dilemme dont les Ghanéens sont confrontés dans le choix de leurs dirigeants et montre aussi la 

vague de prise de conscience émanant du peuple. 

Mots-clés : sociocritique, militaires, politique, indépendance, dirigeants 
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        Introduction 

 

The writing of A Harvest of Our Dreams with Elegy for The Revolution is the result of a long 

process of investigation through many years. Moving back to the colonial period, Ghana, like 

many other African countries, has undergone colonial prejudices and injustices. Whites had a 

pejorative conception of Africa and African cultures. In this context, African intellectuals who 

have learnt in Europeans schools and universities, engage in a rich literary production through 

different literary genres to deconstruct those false ideas. An example is the fact that those 

intellectuals refused to be kept at the margin. B. Ashcroft et al (2007, p.12) accounts: 

the alienating that initially served to relegate the post-colonial world to the margin 

turned upon itself and acted to push that world through a kind of a mental barrier 

into a position from which all experience could be viewed as uncentred, pluralistic 

and multifarious. Marginality became an unprecedented source of creative energy. 

The realism and creativity of African committed writers first contribute to fuel the fight for 

the independence. The pioneers of African literature, particularly the Ghanaian authors’ 

commitment became an echo and a light in the gloom where Africans find their energy to go 

ahead. The raise of that aware generation and its related growing nationalism has compelled 

the colonial administration to withdraw from Africa. This became a direct consequence of the 

independence of the country in 1957 and many years later. However, according to F. Fanon, 

those national prides bring about another challenge. On this account, he puts that, 

as soon as independence is declared, far from embodying in concrete form the needs of 

the people for bread, land and the restoration of the country to their sacred hands, the 

leader will reveal his purpose: to become the general president of that company of 

profiteers impatient for their returns which constitutes the national bourgeoisie. (Fanon, 

1963, pp.132-134) 

This sleight-of-hand attitude from African is the main concern in K. Anyidoho’s collection of 

poems under study in the present analysis. The poet draws a portrait of the Ghanaian society 

under civilian and military power. This suggests that literature is the fruit of social artifacts at 

a given period to debunk the existence of a social plight. To corroborate that concept, “an 

initial, superficial and positivist approach to the question would hypothesize that the mimetic 

representation of reality implies prior awareness of reality”. (Edmond Cros, 1985, p.129). 

Thus, through the sociocriticism approach, this work attempts to figure out a myriad of 

interrogations raised by the management of the African leaders: How does Nkrumah, the 

pioneer of Ghana’s independence manages the power? What are the consequences of 

militaries appearance in politics? Do militaries conquest of power better than civilians one? 
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1. Portraying the Transition From Independence to Post-independence Leadership 

 

One of the main leading personalities associate to the independence of Ghana is Kwame 

Nkrumah. His leadership and commitment contributed to make the British colonial 

administration to retire from the ruling of the country. In this context, Nkrumah’s words and 

texts became the most influential ones in the process of the country’s independence. As such, 

this iconic African leader entered Ghana’s history by assuming and performing the highest 

function of president. Anyidoho (1985, p.55) in a confessional utterance in “Pan Am 188” 

testifies the determination and prolific actions undertook on behalf of Nkrumah during the 

struggle for freedom, he admits: 

It’s touchdown time and I see the concrete road 

Our Uncle Kwame built for his murdered dreams 

To ride upon into harbours of our new anthems. 

Now I guess I must distort my face for the mourner’s 

Homecoming. 

The above verses are a sequence, which illustrates the “self-sacrifice” attitude Nkrumah 

developed at a given moment to bear his deep patriotic posture. Ghanaians had confidence in 

his opinions and politics, it is that reasons which had motivated his accessibility to the post of 

head of state. 

1.1. Civilian Power: From Revolutionary to Reactionary 

 

As soon as the civilian regime, under the leadership of Nkrumah, began his exercise of power, 

some clues showed a form of egotistic self-satisfaction in their system of management. 

Considering Pham’s (2006, p.130) argumentation, it seems that “after an all-too-brief 

honeymoon, the patter for the future was set with the transformation of the leaders of 

liberation movements into tyrants”. Nkrumah like peer nationalistic leaders estimate that he 

has been bereaved and frustrated from many advantages during colonial period, and with the 

coming of the independence, he deserved a special treatment. This is why “all enjoyed great 

prestige and high honor. They were seen to personify the states they led and swiftly took 

advantage to consolidate their control. From the outset, most sought a monopoly of power; 

most establish a system of personal rule and encouraged personality cults”. (Meredith, 2006, 

p.130). Moving through that changing of mentality, Nkrumah is far from being the liberation 

leader in whom Ghanaians had confidence to settle their aspirations. As such, Anyidoho 

(1985, p.6) is convinced that: 
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The honey bee had plans in store 

For his Mother-Queen: he went across the world 

Gathering fragrance from dreamy waterlilies 

From lonely desert blooms 

Some other gatherer came with plans 

All for his own desires 

Our live hive went up in flames. I was away. 

According to the poet, that betrayal behavior is not at random, it is the result of a fact well- 

planned before. Nkrumah was blinded by his status of president. In his understanding, being 

the head of state gives anyone the power to satisfy his own desires on the altar of the people. 

He was “surrounded by sycophants and praised daily by the press, he became increasingly 

remote from the realities of the crisis that Ghana faced, resenting even mild criticism, refusing 

to believe that anything has gone wrong”. (Meredith, 2006, p.131). He was so deep in his 

vision and personal world that he believed that his followers and foreigners were jealous of 

him and his ways of managing the state affairs. 

1.2. The Civilian Regime’s Encroachment with Trouble. 

 

The civilian regime was affected by the fact that Nkrumah embarked in a sort of idealism 

where his self-personality primes upon any other consideration. His thirst of power had made 

him paranoiac. For him “every setback be attributed to imperialists and neocolonialists 

plotting against him. When ministers arrived bearing reports of economic difficulties, he was 

impatient and dismissive. Palace intrigues swirled around him”. (Meredith, 2006, p.131). In 

that context, things could not move that way, the first idea Nkrumah found was to manipulate 

the constitution and attribute himself the supreme decision taking. As such, he was sure to 

have an entire control on the army and opponent politicians. Anyidoho (1985, p.11) remains 

dubious and argues: 

I too wonder at the zeal of these prophets who 

come offering half-truths for a harvest of our dreams 

I marvel at the glory in their vision 

the smile around the corners of their voice. 

The poet articulates apprehension regarding the nation's future. The above lines emphasize 

that the campaign of the civilians hides more truth than what they express. The poet is 
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convinced that the ideas promoted through the politicians’ discourses is source of future 

challenges. Consequently, Nkrumah’s administration was characterized by persistent tensions 

with military and political actors, largely due to widespread misinterpretations of his actions. 

His ambition for centralized authority culminated in constitutional amendments that 

substantially broadened his executive powers. It is logical that this kind of disposition raised 

the sense of criticism of both politicians and militaries who considered that option as a 

personal ambition fact. In his attempt to maintain himself on power by all means, Nkrumah 

added other measures. Egudu (1978, p.81) explains: 

Nkrumah created a number of measures to protect himself and government from 

possible military intervention: he set up the President’s Own Guard Regiment 

(P.O.G.R), which was almost independent of the national army; He attempts to 

install political agents or commissars in army Units; he took tentative steps to 

militarize the Workers’ Brigade; and in July 1965 he abruptly retired Generals 

Olu and Ankrah, who were thought to have opposed the increasing Autonomy of 

the P.O.G.R. Since Nkrumah had been made Executive President for life, there 

was no constitutional means by which he could be other thrown. The army 

officers were aware of this handicap, and therefore felt that the only solution to 

the problem was a coup, which materialized on 24 February 1966. 

The myriad anti-democratic decisions he has taken to bypass his so-called enemies were 

hazardous. His self-promotion to be “made Executive president for life” was a personal vision 

artifact. In this context, Egudu (1978, p.86) is right when he assumes that “Black imperialism 

which is incarnated in the greed for power has become an oppressive mechanism with the 

African masses as its victims”. As thing stand, “looking at the problem of power from a wider 

perspective” (1978, p.85) Nkrumah has caused his own perdition. By persecuting the army’s 

officers, he has given them the tools that “the only solution to the problem was a coup, which 

materialized on 24 February 1966” as a reward to his misgovernance. It is that calamitous and 

suspicious military and political environment that engender Ghanaians’ social chaos with 

militaries intrusion in politics. 

2- The Kaki men in the Political Sphere 

Okunoye (2005, p.99) asserts that “the military’s intervention in Ghanaian politics led to the 

overthrow of the government of the Convention People’s Party that he (Nkrumah) led in 

February 1966. This, to the average Ghanaian, was a major index of the betrayal of the hopes 

raised by independence”. In this situation, it seems that Nkrumah’s policies were misused or 

misunderstood. He was isolated with his “ideological education of a new generation of Black 

African political activists”. (www. britannica.com. Kwame Nkrumah). The occurrence of that 

http://www/
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new changes on the top of power is a fact which Anyidoho (1985, p.12) has thought before 

when he professes. 

a diviner foretells a groan 

beneath the joy of birthday feasts 

a drunken brother drags the oracle bag 

into a harvest bonfire 

cowries scream above the roar of bushfires 

An analysis of the above lines translates the awareness of Anyidoho in regard to Ghanaians 

political arena. Indeed, “his contributions in terms of vision and commitment to a communal 

ethos, and his use of the Ewe traditional oral poetic modes and symbols gives us a clue of his 

greatness in the literary chronicles of modern African poetry”. (Okon,2016, p.11). The 

coming of militaries on power has seen many changes on the exercise of power. From 24 

February 1966 to 2 April 1969, Joseph Arthur Ankrah was in charge of state affairs under the 

appellation of Chairman of the National Liberation Council. After three years, he was 

replaced by Okotakyie Akwasi Amankwaa Afrifa from 2 April 1969 to 3 September 1969 

with the same determining designation as his predecessor. Thinking that it was the title that 

engender the same disturbance in their governance, militaries adopted a new system called 

Chairman of the Presidential Commission guided by the same Okatakyie Akwasi Amankwaa 

Afrifa from 3 September to7 August 1970. In two years of function, okatakyie was also 

unable to convince Ghanaians on the realization of their dreams. Once again, the latter was 

dismissed and gave the floor to Raphael Nii Amaa Ollennu from 7 August 1970 to 31 August 

1970 as the Speaker of the National Assembly performing the functions of the president. 

Realizing that the exercise of power was a tough challenge, militaries decided to install a 

civilian as president of Ghana, in the name of Edward A. Akufo-addo from 31 August 1970 to 

13 January 1972. 

Moving from all those failures of militaries to satisfy Ghanaians thirst of freedom and 

independence, the poet in a bitter sorrow lament notes: 

And harvest go ungathered in our time 

There will strange voices filling our spaces 

in our mind, wearing murmurings upon 

the broken tails of songs abandoned once in playing fields 

Rumblings from our past are planting states 

across our new rainbows 
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and in seasons of harvest dance 

There will be a ghost 

on guard 

At memory’s door. (Anyidoho, 1985, p.6) 

This stanza debunks Ghanaians despair at any time of their history when there is an incoming 

ruler. As well as the people’s hope is great, the disillusion that follow is immense. This is why 

Anyidoho (1985, p.25) in his following verses warns Ghanaians while acting as a ruler: 

Do not give too much of your love to me 

I am the bird with voice of dreams 

I bring the brief glory of wings upon the rays 

Long ago I chose the rainbow for my soul. 

In a nutshell, the poet asks the people to be careful and attentive because through his earlier 

experience, he is convinced that the same causes bring the same results. The arrival of 

militaries to manage the situation is far from being a success since the power of Akufo-Addo 

was cut short by another coup led by general Ignatius Kutu Acheampong. 

2.1. Acheampong the Revolutionist 

 

Acheampong is now the new ruler. He defeated Akufo-Addo for his lack of good governance. 

For he estimated that Ghanaians deserved more attention and a charismatic leader to get them 

through repetitive sufferings. However, with the numerous changes on top of the power 

without a concrete improvement, the people seemed pessimistic and that is expressed in the 

epigraph erected by the poet at the entrance of Elegy for the Revolution as a guideline to get 

through the poems. He writes: 

To the memory of 

The Revolution that went astray 

and for 

Those who refused to die. (Anyidoho,1985, p.57) 

Normally, a revolution should bring answers to questions that disorients the people but in 

Ghanaians case, the revolution seemed to have given more troubles than well-beings. 

Okunoye (2005, p.101) notes that “Elegy for the Revolution is passionate statement of 

frustration and unequivocal, denunciation of the emergent indigenous ruling elite, comprising 

soldiers and politicians”. It is a collection of poems at a sociocriticism standpoint, which 

debunks Ghanaians social reality at a given period of their history. It is an analysis of “the 
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myth of the redeemer-leader that Ghanaian leaders, beginning with Nkrumah, had created for 

themselves”. (Okunoye, 2005, p.101). The political scene is animated by perpetual military 

unrests Anyidoho (1985, p.61) recaps: 

 

 
You will go and come come and go 

hoping to break these chains of life 

but your renegate mind will ride 

your degenerate flesh across 

fields littered with corpses of dreams 

you dreamt one upon a hope 

when the soul’s desires burst in 

upon strongholds of Hell, blew out 

hellfire with a breath of mirth 

long before the flash of lighting 

smote down hell gate, letting loose. 

This stanza is a mixt of both hope and despair. The use of “Hell” with a capital letter 

translates the immensity of the nightmarish atmosphere raised by militaries outcome. 

Acheampong arrival on power was widely exposed on social media and the most appropriate 

information tool at that period was the radio. Therefore, in “Radio Revolution” you could 

hear: 

Again this dawn our Radio 

broke off the vital of sleep 

Revolution! …Devolution!... Resolution! 

grab a razor-sharp matchet 

and step onto the paths of war. (Aniyodoho, 1985, p.64) 

Through the homophones, “Revolution!... Devolution!... Resolution”, the junta intended to 

vehicle through the media outstanding messages. In the medium of “Revolution” militaries 

wanted a noticeable change in the governance of state affairs. For “Devolution”, the junta 

expected the good sharing of competence, and at last with “Resolution”, they unveiled their 

determination and commitment to achieve whatever is good for the well-being of their 

contemporaries. Considering that approach as sincere as realistic, another opinion 

deconstructs the essence of the message: 
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Radio Revolution is the first major reflection on the strategy that the Acheampong 

regime was. The deception that defined the character of the junta, as evident in the 

enthusiastic reception that greeted it and the careful exploitation of the medium of 

the radio for mass mobilization, becomes, with the benefit of hindsight, a sad 

reminder of the inclination of the adventures military rulers for exploiting the 

sincerity of the undiscerning Ghanaian public. (Okunoye, 2005, p.104) 

As a reference, the media is a powerful mean of communication. It is surely that usefulness 

the militaries noticed and put it at the center of their revolution. While communicating 

through the media militaries intended to settle their power via propagandas. Consequently, 

Aniyodoho (1985, p.65) is perplex: 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Because: 

Our Revolution, sir? It’s here in these 

dailies. The headlines display it: 

THE REVOLUTION-NOT A CONCERT PARTY 

The photographs confirm it: 

Statesmen at State Banquets 

Proposing a toast to the health of State: 

LONG LEAVE THE REVOLUTION!!! 

 

 

through streets to all familiar walks 

through maze of slums to armed barracks 

of space. Where? Where? 

old peasant with hoe in hand, I 

seek Revolution. Where is Revolution? 

young veteran with blood across blue eyes, I 

knew of no Revolution, but I 

met Revolt limping down this road 

chased by howling hard armed jackals. (Anyidoho, 1985, p.64) 

 

 

Acheampong’s revolution under this view seems to be a fake vision. The poet notices several 

irregularities and incoherencies in the junta’s real motivations. In the military ruling policies 

the people is not part of their programs, it is the same egotistic and selfish behaviors 

performed with previous leaders on power. In fact, nothing has changed and Ghanaians keep 

on waiting for better tomorrows. The same reasons call for the same effects. Acheampong 

defeats Akuffo-Addo, Frederick William Kwasi Akuffo overthrows Acheampong and cohorts, 
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after a ruling period from 13 January 1972 to 5 July 1978, Rawlings vanquishes Akuffo’s 

power and Hilla Limann was elected president, at last Rawlings routs Limann regime. 

 

 

2-2- Rawlings the Messiah 

Jerry john Kwasi Rawlings appearance in Ghanaian political scene is narrated in a large scale 

by a website. Rawlings “was sprung from custody on 4 June 1979 by a group of soldiers. 

Claiming that the government was corrupt beyond redemption and that the new leadership 

was required for Ghana development, he led the group in a coup to oust the Akuffo 

government and Supreme Military Council”. (https//www.googleweblight.com). The above 

argumentation posits the reasons according to Rawlings and a group of soldiers, which have 

caused the lost of Akuffo’s power. Well-informed on Ghanaians real needs: 

Rawlings believed the Limann Regime to be unable to resolve Ghana’s neo- 

colonial economic dependency and led a second coup against Limann and 

indicted, the entire political class on 31 December 1981. In place of Limann’s 

People’s National Party, Rawlings established his party, the Provisional National 

Defense Council (PNDC) military junta as the official one-party government”. 

(https://www.googleweblight.com). 

Assuming that historical context Anyidoho and peers think the opportunity is great and 

challenging to boost Ghana’s resolution. Okunoye (2005, p.100) confirms, “the poems that 

make up Elegy for the Resolution were written during Anyidoho’s undergraduate days at The 

University of Ghana, Legon”. The inability of the former political leaders whether military or 

civilian has given raw materials to Anyidoho for his poetic productions. His inspiration has 

permitted him “envisioning an ultimate revolution and provoking reflection on the real intents 

of the adventurous military rulers” (Okunoye, 2005, p.100). Knowing that every political 

system established since the independence has come, is inefficient, the poet is in favor of a 

profound change, and the way to achieve such a goal is a real revolution. He highlights in the 

following verses that: 

From sheltered yards of our righteousness 

we watched the loading of an atom bomb 

with a doubt on our lips, our cheeks 

still blow with mirth of nights of revelry 

our drunken ease forgetful of speed of light and sound: 

The muzzled heat of Hiroshima burst into 

sudden flames, burns our laughter into 

http://www.googleweblight.com/
http://www.googleweblight.com/
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screams. Our crippled mirth wades through 

streams of blood, groping for memories of 

feasts flowing down turbulent gulfs 

half-filled with discarded blue-prints for 

a revolution gone astray into 

arms of dream merchants. (Anyidoho, 1985, p.71) 

In this stanza, the poet illustrates his awareness of the previous revolution actions, and the 

pain it has created amidst the people. Every military revolution was translated as a wind of 

liberation but unfortunately militaries always walk in the footprints of selfish and egotistic 

predecessors. As a matter of fact, Anyidoho (1985, p.71) once more persuades Ghanaians to 

be careful in remembrance of past events: 

The Revolution violates a devotee. Beware 

Beware the wrath of thunderbolts 

The agonised thoughts of a detainee translate 

our new blunders into nightmares of blood & sweat: 

whips slashing through tender skins, broken bones 

collapsing to floors of cells, tortured moans 

busting through concrete walls 

 

tearing through clouds and skies 

They seek refuge in house of storms 

and a sad conscience clears a path 

for poison, arrows of gods of wrath. 

 

Rawlings is the ultimate freedom fighter in whom Ghanaians had a bit confidence. Being so, 

his coming actions would be determining in search of a balanced Ghanaian society. Egudu 

(1978, p.102) in this sense precises that “it has been said that the political revolution tends to 

devour its own children”. The junta guided by Rawlings has the tough task to clear the 

political scene by eradicating the bad seeds that have spoiled Ghanaians social life. The 

following lines give more details to the circumstances of militaries bloodshed: 

Shortly after, Rawlings established and became the chairman of 15-member, 

armed Forces Revolution Council (AFRC), primarily composed of junior officers. 

The AFRC would later become the Provisional National Defense Council 

(PNDC). The PNDC arranged the execution by firing squad of 8 military officers, 

including Generals Kotei, Joy Amedune, Roger Felli, and Utuka, as well as the 3 

former heads of state, Afrifa, Acheampong and Akuffo. The killing of the 
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Supreme Court Justices (Cecilia Koranteng, Addo, Frederick Sarkodie, and 

Kwando Agyei Agyepong), military officers Major Sam Acquah and Major 

Dasana Nantogmah also occurred during this time. The executions were dramatic 

events in Ghana history, which had suffered from few instances of political 

violence. Rawlings later implanted a which wider “house-cleaning exercise” 

involving the killing and abduction of over 300 Ghanaians. ( 

https://www.googleweblight.com). 

This succinct appraisal of Rawlings actions confirm the prophetic revelation Anyidoho (1985, 

p.73) foresees since a long time. For him: 

The birth of a new world 

demands a little sacrifice of souls 

and our hearts are filled with 

a passion for life by baptism of death. 

His warming to the previous governments in “The shah” is clear enough. To his viewpoint, 

“somewhere a hurricane/ whirls across some palace/ gathering away the glory of the king”. 

(Anyidoho, 1985, p.50). The hyperbole with the use of “hurricane” seems to be adequate 

concerning the length of crimes/ executions perpetrate. Povey (1979, p.81) witnesses, “after 

the coup many were arrested. Some women have not seen their husbands since”. The people 

have felt that new revolution with sorrow and anger but also with a taste of hope because “the 

process of reconstitution / is also/ a process of demolition”. (Anyidoho, 1985, p.73). To sum 

up, Rawlings sacrificial bloodshed seemed to be an appropriate medicine to vanquish 

tyrannical and selfish policies adopted by former governments. In the poet analysis, the 

situation is difficult to cope with but in a future vision, it is a necessity to get through 

repetitive disturbances. Anyidoho (1985, p.72) writes: 

In this final hour of our triumph 

let us celebrate our 

death by firing squads 

On these public fields of blood 

let us link our arms 

and teach our feet to do the dance of death 

It is at the place of the dance 

that elbow meets elbow 

It is on the field of execution 

that death embraces life 

This is our ritual celebration 

of marriage of death to life 

http://www.googleweblight.com/
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The throb of mortal hearts 

prepare our feet for the dance of comic love 

The dance of death is a dance of grace. 

A close interpretation of this stanza suggests that after death there is life. It is the phenomenon 

of contraries which balance life. In these verses, the poet has used Ewe poetic rhetoric devises 

to vehicle his message. Rawlings in his attempt to not rule as his predecessors has decided on 

his behalf to banish, persons and policies susceptible to be a hindrance to his ultimate 

revolution for the well-being of Ghanaians. 

 

 

Conclusion 

 

Through A Harvest of our Dreams with Elegy for the Revolution, Anyidoho intends to make 

an objective analysis of Ghanaians post-colonial independence. In this collection of poems, 

the poet debunks the management of state affairs in the medium of civilians and militaries. 

Nkrumah, one of the most outstanding pioneer of Ghana’s independence has the honor to be 

the first president of the Republic of Ghana. In so doing, he has the tough task to assure 

Ghanaians on the realization of their aspirations. Unfortunately, once on power, Nkrumah 

puts apart the people’s desires. His thirst of power has enhanced him to develop some 

egotistic and selfish behaviors with an objective to keep the power for life. Aware of the 

urgency of the situation, militaries led a coup against Nkrumah and his government. 

Anyidoho demonstrates that militaries appearance was considered as a sign of liberation but 

once again, Ghanaians witnessed the distortion of their independence. In fact, several 

militaries coup were led to find a long lasting freedom, from Arthur Ankrah, Akufo-addo, 

Acheampong, Kwasi Akuffo, Hilla Limann to Rawlings, who was the last revolutionist and 

stand as the messiah. To settle a strong Ghanaian society, Rawlings found the need to do a 

house-cleaning exercise for the sake of the people. Anyidoho’s A Harvest of our Dreams with 

Elegy for the Revolution highlights the implication of both militaries and civilians in the quest 

of a durable political system in Ghana with its batch of issues. 
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